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fish to some fishermen who will zo out for them

when there 15 nothing else I:-i:'m% On occasion, 1 have
a hard time gerting povs to come ous ishing with me
because T am going after ling thar day. Most of s fisher-
men know that Eng do noe put on any fight when being
brought up from the bottom but the smart anes know fhar
whicn properly iced, ling are one of the best enting fish that
our waters have to offer,

Whiat you miss in 2 tough, hard battle; you make ugp for
i fine dining,
LB
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WHERE T FiND THEM

Since | fish primarily out of Sandy Hook, my two
chaices tor ling dusing the spring weuld be the Scotland
Grounds and the Sandy Hook reef with the kattar really

adicing hiﬁ-::utch-:s the lnst two springs, Further souch, 1

ave caught them at all the reefs from Belmar 1o Burnegat.

Before the commencial nettees started throwing thousands
of ling overboard just to pick out 1 few whiting, the
Mantoloking pipe was a placs that the fish would stack up

I Ing, also known as red hake, are more of a back-up
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every spring and everyone would rerumn 6 the dock with
plenty of ling,

I don't thank that 1 could picke which type of sorucmire |
prefer when 1'm after ling, Instead, 1 think the waer depith
1% more inportant than whether [ am fishing a wreek or a
mick pile. During the spring run, 1 will fish i 40 t0 60 fest
of water. Most of my rf[a:-rs are spent fishing the rock piles
and rocky lediges that | have found through cur the Years,
Take for instance the Sandy Hook reef. Thar zres his an
unbelievable amount of seructire scacrered around the sem-
al site iewelf, 1 found hundseds of small piles of rubble just

r

h15' fishing that srea extensively. The zame thing gl
all of the artificial reefs in cur stare.
One thing that I have noticed sbout fimg durine the last.

couple of vears is that they resnd tn fx tealer part of
the wresk or rock pile that T am fishi will sl
anchor on 'the same loran rumbers thar have srocuced e

me in the past regardiess of what [ ses on sy coloe supe
but sometimes they will school up on smothes secsion of
that wreck or rocky hump so you need 1o pev e smen-
tion to the tides and the wind direcrion. It's res ook
impostant for anchoring bur 2lso i+ cam &

'EL

e vom locate
] moee fish. IF the current 1= cosming frorm e mor |
want 1o be o the south side of the Ty e
ing will be stacked ap on thar pasticaler side

BEST TIME TO GO

Ling can he caught all year round. Jr Sesess
d-:[}er?cﬁ on where you want 1o go o find e 1 5= 1
start fishing for ling sometime 1n May [f e o= tarvng
a ikl spring and the water temperature b e
abaut 50 degrees then [ might head o
have found that May is more depradade. Omee she
wates gets close 1o 70 degrees, Ting will seeress back 2
tlecper water, Dhuring the summer and wens=r, b o
L‘E:El]!’ in 150 - 200 feet of witer: Those oumbes shons
make mie [ike the spring run of ling sver mese Socsher |
trmn:l thing to renermber is 1 try o svead fberr & f
ing right after a storm or after & counle oF duw o
strong easterly winds. A large pround seell Soes sor |
ke for gnod bottom fishing of sy keed

BAIT “AIND T1CKLE
Lilﬁ:ﬂ not picky about what they st | =50k % |
whang fresh skimmer clam because while Is o ading
tor ineg, T11 dleo cateh some sez bass and cncs = s ke
I'll even come up with a cod or sw. A0 hewm Gk
lowe g fresh piece of skitmer clam
[ Tike to =aly vy clams Afrer § by o skl o pap, |
will then shock the clams and pur them = & buckes m
mx it with 4 be of kosher salt. After Leving i s Sor
an hour then 1 will cut it al] up znd Sede them e
Ziploc bags and place ther in my freeper et she
night before T head out, You will find s noe axdy does
it sall look fresh when thinwed bot i will g be 3 kot
t-:miuh:r and stay an the hook Jonges.
£ you can't get any clam, you can try s s i
herring, or mackere] strips: When e S5 v o the
teed, they'll devour all those baits, Cine =
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remember 15 to ey to use the freshest
bait-possible. Ling are atreacted 1o
your hooks mainly by smell 5o once
your baie has been sent down g few
times, it won't be too appealing,

I like to use a two-hook rig for
Ling, T will first cur @ 36-inch piece of
H-pound leader and snell 2 240 hook
om one end, Then I will make a deop-
per boop directly in the maddle of the
tigg and part another 2/0 hook on that,
Finully 2 small loop is made at the

other end and then 1 run the entire rig

throasgh 4 small deopper loop directly
above my sinker on'my main line. The
main thing to remember is to keep
vour hooks close 1o the Bottom,

I have seen jruys fishing with these
rigs that have three hooks on thermn
but none zre nesr the bottom and in
result they catch very few ling that

an L R
. iy
SR

Wiodk 9724

way, 1] am fishing an area thar could
h-:rj}u:l some cod, then T will pot & hook
about 30 inches above the sinker. Cod
on the ather hand, tend to swim a few
feet above the botrom,

There i n0 need for anything
fancy while fishing foe ling. I use a 7-
toot, heavy fresh water rod made by
Cheantum, matched with an
Amhassadaor 7000 loaded with 20
pound test mone, 1 know 3 lot of pes-
ple who bottom fish who hike to nge
the beaided lines, bur T fes] thar when
you are fishing in shallow water, there
15 no need for that.

If you are like my dad and prefer to
use spinaing pear for all of your fish-
iy needs then-go right ahead, He
likes his spinning gear so much that
heactually broughe along his spanming
outfit on a George's Bank cod
Fip oncel

PARTY BO-ATS

If you don't have vour own boar,
there are many good party boats that
sail for ling during the spring run. You
could fish the Scotland Grounds if
vy sail oue of Adantic Highbands or
figh w 20-mile wreck out o Cape
"LLICEL Where ever you choose to g,
pick a

nice day and go out and carch
pousself some of rh:gg-cnr eiting
fish ground.
Tight Lines,
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GRADY-WHITE BOATS

Buy Your New Grady-White From The Only
Dealers In N.J. To Earn Both The Admiral’'s
Circle & Service Excellence Awards

Noeth ?ﬂm‘ uu;“ South Jersey
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GUEST SMART LEG™
CHARGER/CONVERTERS

Autamntizally mask e damands 6 indeddisl
battary raquirarmmnt e [ ke hawing & aeparats
charger for dach batiery

0 AmpeTvs Banks— Ham 225614 ’mﬁ

10 Aumgsy Three Ba ke— T 52834 Em ”

20 fmpsThras Banke—dbam 25T ”.mw

Frices (aaed Themgh fped 20300

Boatfus
HOLMDEL
[908) 739-8890

st Annual

Cape May FISHIN G F LEA MA.RKET

Sunday April 16 -9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Cape Mlay Convention Hall
I 714 Beach Ave., Cape May, N0 “On the Ocean!”
RONE = REELS = L HFES = TACKLE :

MARINE » Nauicar - wew « usep  TENDORS
WANTED

" ANTIQUE » FRESH OR SALTWATER
$3% Admission « Kids 12 & under FREE  $: TR
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